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XII. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


The attendance at the meeting at Red Lion Square on 
Wednesday was meagre in the extreme—not much over 
twenty. The election of members of Council was 
declared as follows— 


J. F. Simpson J.D. Lambert 
J M’Fadyean W. A. Byrne 
R. Trigger E. C. Winter 
S. Villar G. Wartnaby. 


The election of the two gentlemen from Ireland is the 
only change in the constitution of our representative 


body. 

The annual report was then received and adopted, 
some votes of thanks passed and the meeting was over. 
Not a word of criticism was uttered, not a question 
asked. Whether this passive state is a sign of absolute 
approval of the Council’s year’s work or of moribund 
apathy on the part of the profession is not easy to say. 

rue the Council has done its work well, and the pro- 
fession has expressed its approval by the votes at the 
recent election. But silence at the annual meeting is 
not flattering. It suggests indifference quite as strongly 
as approval, and looks perilously like incurable apathy 
—the worst disease a corporate body can suffer from. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


The coldness and negligence displayed at the meeting 
was again evident in the evening. The dinner was good, 
the guests eminent and the Council fairly represented; 
but a beggarly array of empty benches marked the places 
from which the profession was absent. The President 
gave the toast, Her Majesty the Queen. 

. Lord Strathcona proposed the Navy and Imperial 
Forces emphasising the statement that there are now no 
more colonies—only “ portions of the British Empire.” 

General Sir F. FitzWygram in reply, whilst acknow- 
ledging the work done by all arms, thought that the 
Cavalry above all had shown its value. 

Dr. Church, President of the Royal College of 
Physicians, replying to the toast of the Profession of 
Medicine, acknowledged the progress made by veter- 
inarians and the fact that they were now repaying the debt 
they owed to human medicine by useful contributions to 
pathology in its widest sense. . 

Mr. Barrett pro the toast of the President, and 
Mr. Fraser replied in an eloquent and thoughtful speech. 
A novel point he made was to discuss, not only what 
veterinarians did for their patients and the community, 
but what was the effect on practitioners of their daily 
work. He concluded that veterinary practice cultivated 
courage, pity and devotion in its devotees and that it 
enlarged a man’s moral qualities. ; 
- The dinner and its accessories was enjoyable but 
it was marred by the small attendance. A toast on the 
list was “The Schools,” but. not a single representative 
of our teaching staffs wa; present to reply. From the 
150 veterinary practitioners in London only five put in 
an appearance. Very strong remarks were made 

ose present concerning the negligence and apathy—if 
not incivility—-of the absent ones, We quote none of 


ese simply because none: is; half strong enough to | 


express our feelings. 


THE EFFECTS OF BULLET AND SHELL 
WOUNDS ON HORSES. 


By Vet.-Lieut. R. C. Cocurane, A.V.D. 


The following may interest the readers of your 
journa]. Allthe horses treated belonged to the 14th 
and 66th Batteries R.F.A., and had been sent to the 
Sick Horse Depét, Maritzburg, for treatment about 
the 5th day after the battle of Colenso, December 15, 
1899. 

Case I. A bullet wound through the middle of the 
neck caused by a Mauser bullet; no bone was 
touched, the animal was not in any way indisposed by 
it and the wound healed with almost no discharge in 
ten days 

Case II. A piece of shell weighing 3 drams em- 
bedded in the muscles of the neck was cut down 
upon from the opposite side and extracted. The 
wound healed perfectly in fourteen days. 

Case 111. A piece of shell lay embedded at the 
side of the crest of the occiput and lying just on it 
with the bone apparently uninjured. This wound 
healed in eighteen days. The horse also had a 
Mauser bullet wound on the breast between the 
sternum and the shoulder, which extended six inches 
inwards towards the keel of the sternum, but the 
bullet we were unable to locate, The animal having 
been under treatment for three weeks and as a large 
quantity of pus continned to escape from the wound,. 
it was opened up freely after which the wound 
eventually healed in 50 days. Where the bullet re- 
mains concealed we never could find out, but the 
horse trotted perfectly sound. 

Case IV. A piece of shell had entered the masseter 
muscle on the right side about two inches below the 
submaxillary articulation and lay embedded in the 
muscular tissues on the inner face of the jaw bone. 
Much difficulty was experienced in extracting the 
piece of shell through the hole it had made in the 
bone. At first there was a great discharge which 
gradually became less and less. At no time was 
there much difficulty in feeding and the wound 
healed in 44 days. 

Case V. A bullet had entered the inferior maxilla 
where the inferior maxillary artery passes round the 
jaw and evidently the bullet had severed the artery, 
as it had been ligatured—this I subsequently heard 
had been done by the battery farrier on the field of 
battle. An incision was made as for a submaxillary 


by | strangles abscess and pieces of bone extracted, but 


we were unable to locate the bullet. Very little 
discharge came from the wound which healed in 40: 


days. 
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Case VI. A wound 9 inches deep, evidently caused 
by a shell, situated on the muscles of the off quarter. 
We probed and felt a foreign body but were unable 
to extract it, and considered it injurious to enlarge 
wound on account of the proximity of the sciatic 
nerve. There was a great discharge during the first 
two weeks of treatment but less subsequently, and the 
wound healed in 80 days leaving a very small 
cicatrix. 

Case VII. A shell wound on the outside of the off 
thigh up near the stifle. We were unable to locate 
the foreign body during life. The animal unfortu- 
nately died from a bowel complaint 17 days after 
admission when the piece of shell was found en- 
capsuled in the muscular tissue behind the tibia, six 
inches from the point of entry. There was no dis- 
charge at time of death and the track had filled up 
with cicatricial tissue. 

Case VIIT. A shell wound on the hip about four 
inches deep, nine inches by seven inches in diameter, 
the edges of the wound were torn and the muscles 
greatly lacerated. The wound had been caused by 
the bursting of a shell which had decapitated the 
other horse in the pair of a team. We dressed the 
wound with pure chinosol and kept it covered with 
the usual dressings after washing it daily with water 
from a hose pipe. About six inches by three inches 
of dead subcutaneous tissue and skin were removed. 
The wound healed in thirty days and became per- 
fectly level with its surroundings, but left a scar 
which gradually became much smaller, in fact when 
seen by me threc months afterwards the cicatrix was 
only two inches wide by four inches long. 

Case IX. A bullet wound in front of coronet of the 
near fore accompanied by slight enlargement. We 
were unable to find the bullet and decided not to use 
the knife as the seat of injury was too near the fet- 
lock joint. The horse went sound in a few days, and 
after the wound had healed the fetlock was blistered. 
The animal was fit for duty after five weeks treat- 
ment. 

Case X. This was a bullet wound in the muscles 
of the second thigh, offleg A swelling was seen 
about ten days after admission at the side of the 
gastrocnemus tendon three inches from the point of 
the hock and about nine inches from the original 


wound. We extracted a piece of shell from the 


swelling. There was very little discharge at any 
time and the wound healed in forty-four days from 
date of admission. 

Case XI. This was a shell wound in the off thigh 
but we were unable to locate the foreign body which 
was evidently about nine inches in. The wound dis- 
charged freely at first but gradually less and less, and 
was quite cured in forty days. 

Case XII. This was a Mauser bullet wound, the 
bullet entered the near side of the spinal column just 
over the last lumbar vertebra and passing over it 
left the bone uninjured. The bullet was felt on the 
off side of the croup seven inches from its point of 
entry, where it was cut down upon and extracted. 
The wound healed in ten days. 

Case XIII. This was a large and lacerated shell wound 
just behind the near scapula but no foreign body could 
be found at first. Two weeks after admission a swell- 


ing appeared below the spur vein which was cut down 
upon and a large peice of shell extracted about 18in, 
from the place ofentry. The wound progressed ve 
satisfactorily for a week when it was found that the 
discharge smelt horribly. We opened up the lower 
wound freely and took out a large quantity of bruised 
tissue, after which the wound healed very satisfactorily 
and the animal was returned to duty in 49 days. 
Case XIV, This was a shell wound in the upper 
portion of the neck about the size of a man’s fist and 
extended clean through neck. It was very difticult 


to dress and keep clean as the pus burrowed between. 


the various muscles of the neck, and after three 
weeks’ treatment the animal was destroyed. Post 
mortem examination showed that abscesses had 
formed immediately above the cervical vertebra and 
were in connection lengthways with those in the 
muscles. 

Case XV. This was a bullet wound on the off 
hind just above the fetlock joint, causing extreme 
lameness; we probed the wound but were unable to 
find the bullet. Treatment embraced cold water irri- 
gations to the fetlock for ten days, when it was noticed 
that there was a slight pointing, like the pointing of 
an abscess, about an inch on the inner side of the 
original wound. We cast the animal and opened the 
swelling from which was extracted a Mauser bullet, 
greatly twisted. The bullet was evidently interfering 
with the extensor pedis tendon, as before extraction 
the animal was dead lame and immediately after the 
operation went comparatively sound. The wound 
was treated in the usual way, and recovery took 
place about 60 days after admission. 

For a couple of days after admission the animals 
were very nervous and scoured greatly, this being most 
probably due to the shock they received. The wounds 
caused by Mauser bullets were very small, in some 
cases being hardly noticeable and in every instance 
there was little or no discharge from the wounds. 
The shell wounds were much larger, and nearly all 
suppurated freely, but where the piece was extracted 
healed up well. In several cases the pieces of shell 
were not extracted, a much longer time was taken by 
the wounds in healing and the discharge was more 
profuse. 

The treatment adopted: in these cases was, for 15 
minutes daily a strong spray of water from a hose 
pipe, or if necessary twice a day, played on the wound 
if of a large size, after which it was dressed with dry 
dressing consisting of either Chinosol, Iodoform, and 
boric acid ; all wounds were covered, first with anti- 
septic wool and then with butter muslin which being 
very light did not irritate or heat the wound, and at 
the same time prevented the access of flies, which is 
one difticulty to be contended with in this country. 

The difference in the discharge from bullet and 
shell wounds is probably accounted for by the fact 
that the bullets are more or less clean on entry, where- 
as pieces of shell carry into the wound some dirt, 
earth or clay along with them. Case VII distinctly 
shows that if the wound is not caused by a dirty 
foreign body healing takes place rapidly. The wounds 
occuring about the limb, especially near the joints, 
were much the most serious; several cases had 
to be destroyed on this account. There 1s n0 
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doubt if the wounds that occur in animals were 
covered soon after infliction, as is done in the human 
subject, we would find that wounds in animals, 
would heal with very little discharge, they being to 
my mind healthier subjects than man. 

If X rays had been obtainable there is no doubt 


proportion the difficulty encountered was in locating 
the bullets or shells, Case XIII and XV being note- 
able instances. 

The greater majority of cases were operated on 
standing, the twitch being only used, and in some 
cases this was not even applied as the horses did not 
seem to feel any pain. 

1 am much indebted to Messrs. Lowe and Knott 
for aid afforded in the operations and treatment. 


CASE OF HEART RUPTURE. 


I beg to forward to you particulars of a case 
which I am told is in some respects unusual. 

At 6.30 a.m., May 26th, we were telephoned for 
by the —— Railway Company to attend as soon as 
possible. 

Subject. Aged (12 to 14 years) grey draught horse 
the history of which wasa clean record ; he had been 
some years in their service and had, up till this time, 
never been ill. He had been left the previous night 
at 10 p.m. to all appearances perfectly well. At 
5 a.m. he was found with his bedding scraped 
back and in great pain, sweating, etc., when he re- 
ceived a colic draught. 

Symptoms. About 7.30 a.m. he was standing 
quietly in a box. Pulseless at jaw and very feeble 
at arm; extremities, body, legs, and tips of ears 
cold; nostrils dilated and a brownish discharge ; 
there was also a profuse sour smelling discharge from 
mouth, which was cold and pale coloured. Tremb- 
ling confined to near side of body, an cedematous 
swelling was very noticeable over the region of the 
heart extending back some distance but not passing 
to the off side, also a swelling extending up the jugu- 
lar furrow on near side, palpation of which indi- 
cated the presence of fluid and air; no abdominal 
pain. 

Diagnosis. Actual lesion doubtful, but rupture of 
stomach suspected. 

Prognosis. Death in a few hours but stableman 
ordered to give stimulants. The horse was seized 
with violent pain about 4 p.m. and died at 6 p.m. 

Post-mortem. A post-mortem was made the follow- 
ing morning and as an abdominal lesion had been 
suspected the stomach and intestines were first ex- 
amined; result negative. The cdematous swelling 
on the neck was next cut into and the muscles were 
seen to be infiltrated with tarry-like blood, and the 
esophagus contained a yellowish fluid, but was in no 
way inflamed. On. laying open the trachea a great 
deal of blood poured out and the mucous membrane 
seemed inflamed a little towards the larynx. The 
abdominal contents being removed the diaphragm was 
examined but was quite normal. The pericardium was 


considerable quantity of blood-like fluid escaped. On 
examination of the heart a part of the right auricle 
was found projecting, and on closer examination I 
found a perforation of the wall large enough for the 
little finger to be passed into the interior. This. 
| enlargement was easily broken down into a frothy 
pulpy mass, and the muscle itself seemed to have 
degenerated. Both the right auricle and right ventri- 
cle were full of this black tarry, almost coagulated,. 
blood. The bronchi were laid open and followed 
right into the lungs where this same tarry condition 
was Observed at the root of the lungs. There were 
also a great many oil globules both in the lung tissue 
and the trachea, which looked as if the colic draught, 
containing oil, had passed down the trachea instead 
of the esophagus. 

I am puzzled to know whether this horse died from 
choking or from rupture of the auricle, or from beth, 
and if so which occurred first. 

B. R. 


A CASE OF PROLAPSUS VESIC. 


History. The subject, a strong sow, had farrowed 
14 pigs early in the evening without any special 
difficulty, this being her third litter. The last mem- 
branes were noticed to have been retained, otherwise 
all seemed well. Soon after, she was found down 
and ‘ina bad way”’ with the bladder protruding 
from the vagina. 

March 28th. On my arrival an hour after this was 
noticed | found the sow down, with the bladder pro- 
truding from the vulva, very tense and much dis- 
tended with urine, also congested and soiled where 
it had touched the ground. There was much 
straining ; a portion of the retained membranes were 
visible; these I removed without difficulty. The 
bladder and surrounding parts were then thoroughly 
washed and disinfected with a weak solution of Izal, 
and the bladder held off the ground with a clean 
napkin. There was no urine passed on pressing the 
bladder, which had evidently to be emptied before 
reduction was possible. Having no trocar and canula 
handy, I made an incision half an inch long with a 
Symes knife on the middle line of the under surface 
(the bladder wall was much thickened, being conges- 
ted, and the urine would not flow freely from a smaller 
puncture) and the urine escaped freely. The incision 
was then closed by means of two Lembert’s sutures. 
I returned the bladder to what I judged to be the 
normal position through a longitudinal rupture which 
I found in the vaginal floor, this I was not able to 
suture. The sow got up and drank a pint of milk 
with a little sharps in it; straining soon returned, so 
I put three strong sutures through the vulva and 
also applied a rope truss, a napkin being placed 
between the vulva and the rope. 

March 29th. The following day | found a swell- 
ing the size of half a goose egg on the left side of the 
vulva; it was moderately tense and elastic and re- 
ceeded on pressure, but returned immediately the 
hand was removed. By placing a finger in the 


very much thickened and on being cut through a 


vagina (between the sutures, which I did not care to 
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remove) the swelling could be felt through the 
vaginal wall. The swelling was much reduced in 
size after urine was passed. The general health ap- 
peared good, no straining ; the bowels were carefully 
kept open, febrifuge medicine was given in the milk, 
the truss was removed. 

March 80. The swelling was reduced in size and 
less of the outline could be felt. The urine was only 
passed after much deliberation. The sutures were re- 
moved from the vulva. I next saw the sow about a 
week later; the bladder, for such I thought the 
swelling to be, could not be seen or felt. There was, 
however, incontinence of urine. The general 
health was good, and the pigs ‘doing well.” Nux 
vomica was given. 

April 29th. In addition to incontinence of urine, 
there now seemed to be a partial paralysis of the rec- 
tum, defecation being accomplished very slowly 
and with great effort of the abdominal muscles, 
although foeces were soft. She had lost somewhat in 
condition, but the 14 pigs, now a month old, were all 
doing well. I advised fattening and slaughter at an 
early date for the sow. 

F. E. Mason, 


Student, R.V.C. 


FRACTURED FIRST RIBS. 


On May 21st I was called to attend an aged cart 
mare suffering from colic. I visited her at 5 p.m. 
in a large straw yard. Having done what was 
necessary I left, and saw her again at 8 p.m. She 
had then quite recovered from the colic, but was ex- 
cessively lame of the off fore leg, the knee being 
arched forward and the elbow dropped. The mare 
went round the yard twice on three legs. I told the 
foreman I thought she had broken a rib by rolling 
against the manger. She ate freely. In the morn- 
ing I found her down and unable to rise. A halter 
was put on and she struggled up, rising on the hind 
legs first, and stood for a few minutes. All the 
weight was thrown on the hind legs, the toes of both 
fore feet just touching the ground, both knees 
arched and both elbows dropped. I advised slaughter. 
On making post-mortem found the 1st and 2nd ribs 
broken on either side. I think she tried to lie down 
in the night, and the off leg being powerless she fell 
on her sternum, thereby breaking the near ribs. 


W. W. Gotpsmrrn, M.R.C.V.S. 


RICHARD PRITCHARD— CENTENARIAN. 


1880. Our Register still 


Some weeks since we 
obtained a portrait of 
Mr. R. Pritchard, of 
Wolverhampton, with 
the intention of pub- 
lishing it, and a few 
notes on the oldest 
member of the profes- 
sion. Toour great regret 
‘we delayed the publica- 
tion, and last week had 
to make the announce- 
‘ment of the decease of 
‘Mr. Pritchard. 

The younger mem- 
bers of the veterinary 
profession will be famili- 
ar with the name of the 


chiefly from the fact of 
the eminence of his son, 
Professor Pritchard, but 
the middle aged will 
remember well the ex- 
aminer in anatomy who 
signed the diplomas for 
hearly twenty years. 
‘Only a few old men will 
remember the year in 
whichRichard Pritchard 
entered the profession— 


When Mr. Pritchard obtained his diploma in 1830 
there was no Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
but there was the first mutterings of the agitation 
that led to the incorporation of the profession in 
1844. Previous to that event Mr. Pritchard had ex- 


contains the names of 
one or two men whose 
diplomas are dated so 
far back, and they may 
be younger than the de- 
ceased, who was thirty 
years of age when he 
entered the profession. 
It requires almost a 
mental effort to appreci- 
ate what a centenarian 
means. When Richard 
Pritchard was born, in 
1800, George IIJ. was 
King. Trafalgar had 
not been fought, and 
William Pitt was Prime 
Minister of England. 
Macaulay was born the 
same year, and John 
Hunter had only been 
dead seven years. The 
Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege had hardly become 
established. Coleman, 
Blain, and Bracy Clark 
had as yet published 
none of their works. 
The veterinary profes- 
sion was in its infancy. 
hibited an interest in professional and scientific life. 
In The Veterinarian for the year 1831 he made his 
first contribution to professional literature, and he 
continued for ten or twelve years to write one or two 
articles—mostly clinical—every year to that journal. 
During the next twenty years we find him still prom- 
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inent with cases and articles, or adding to the debates 
of the Council of the R.C.V.S. In 1848 he was 
elected a Member of Council and took part in the 
settlement of questions which at one time looked 
ominously like wrecking the newly incorporated boty. 
He was an honest and independent member, not 
afraid to face the attacks of the schools, and yet with 
prudence and judgment enough to moderate the 
actions of those who attempted to subordinate the 
interests of the College to the supposed rights of the 
newly formed corporation. For twenty-nine years 
Mr. Pritchard was a member of Council, and for 
eighteen years a member of the Board of Examiners. 
To middle aged veterinarians he will be best remem- 
bered as examiner in anatomy, a post he held till his 
resignation in 1877. Thoroughly well up in his sub- 
ject, he expected candidates to reach a high standard 
of excellence. Somewhat stern in manner he was 
always just and reasonable. 

Mr. Pritchard: practiced : at Wolverhampton, where 
he took a position warranted by his professional skill 
and sterling personal qualities. His reputation was 
not confined to the town but extended all over the 
Midlands. : His son Harry has for some years carried 
on his practice, but the old gentleman has oniy quite 
recently relinquished his interest in business. Less 
than a year ago we saw a letter written by him to his 
son, the well known Professor in London, and the 
handwriting was not only clear but firm, and free 
from any sign of its writer’s greatage. A long life 
well spent is a thing to be proud of. When it reaches 
the psalmist’s ‘‘three score and ten’’ we look with 
admiration. When it extends to a century we look 
with wonder and veneration. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The spring meeting was held at the Great White 
Horse Hotel, Ipswich, on Thursday, May 17th, 1900. 
The newly elected president, Mr. William Shipley, jun., 
FROVS, of Yarmouth, occupied the chair, and among 
those present were Messrs. Pritchard, London ; James 
Simpson, Maidenhead ; F. W. Wragg, London; F. M. 
Wallis, Halstead ; G. H. Martin, Witham ; P. Turner, 
Ixworth ; W. M. Reeman, Bury St. Edmunds ; E. Mar- 
garson, Swaffham ; J. B. Young, Braintree ; J. Pollock, 
Norwich ; N. Almond, Chelmsford ; T E. Auger, 
Wymondham ; A. S. Auger, Saxmundham ; W. Turtill, 
Wickham Market ; F. Thurston, Fressingfield ; W. Mc- 
Gregor, Ipswich ; W. J. Browning, Ipswich ; and F. B. O. 
Taylor, Weston, hon. sec. } 

Letters expressing regret for absence were received 
from Profs. McFadyean, Hobday, Penberthy, Sir H. L. 
Simpson, Messrs. A. Holl, J. D. Overed, J. Cleveland, 8. 
Smith, P. J. Mullane, W. Bower, R. Howard, R. C. Tay- 
lor, J. K. Gooch, and C. C. Nesling. ; 

The minutes of the last meeting, as reported in 7'he 
Veterinary Record, were confirmed on the motion of Mr. 
F. W. Wragg, seconded by Mr. F. Thurston, and were 
then signed by the President. 

Mr. W. J. Brown1nc, of Ipswich, nominated at the 
last meeting, was elected on the proposal of Mr. W. M. 
Reeman, seconded by Mr. F. Thurston. 


CANDIDATES FOR CoUNCIL. 


Since the last meeting letters had been received fronr 
the Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Midland Veterinary 
Associations, and in accordance with the practice of the 
Eastern Counties Society the committee had been 
authorised to support the candidates of these Associa- 
tions, comprising the following gentlemen: Colonel 
Lambert, C.B., F.R.C.V.8., London ; Mr. John McKinna,. 
F.R.C.V.S., Huddersfield; Mr. Robert C. Trigger, 
F.R.C.V.S., _Newcastle; and George Wartnaby, 
M.R.C.V.S., Burton-on-Trent. 

The PRESIDENT said to these names had been added 
that of their own candidate, Mr. James Simpson, 
F.R.C.V.S., of Maidenhead, the societies with which 
they co-operated having undertaken to give him their 
support. He felt sure it was their unanimous wish that 
Mr. Simpson should be their candidate. 

The meeting confirmed the action taken. 

Mr. Simpson thanked the members for again adopting 
him as their candidate, and said that on previous 
occasions when they adopted him he had always been 
successful in his appeal to the profession to return him to 
the Council of the Royal College. He could only say 
that if they retained the same confidence in him that 
they had in the past, he would te only too pleased to 
become their servant for another term of years. (Ap- 
plause). 


DELEGATE TO THE RoyaL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH. 


The Hon. Sec. said he had received a circular from 
the Royal Institute of Public Health which was this year 
to meet in Aberdeen from August 2nd to August 7th to 
which they were invited to send a delegate. 

The PRESIDENT said that last year they sent the Hon. 
Sec. as a delegate to Blackpool. The question was 
whether they should subscribe a guinea and pay a deie- 
gate’s expenses. 

Mr. J. Stwpson said that though nominated as a dele- 
gate for the Blackpool meetings by the Southern Coun- 
ties Association he was unable to be present, but he was 
told at a meeting of the Midland Association that the 
veterinary section was treated with scant courtesy, and 
that Association decided to have nothing more to do with 
the Royal Institute of Public Health, at any rate for this 

ear. 
4 The Hon. Sec. said he considered the Blackpool meet- 
ings were well attended, and the chief discussion was on 
tuberculosis in reference to public health. They were 
very well received. 

Mr. Srpson said of course he had not spoken from 
personal knowledge, and the Hon. Sec. said they were 
treated with respect. He hoped therefore his own re- 
marks would not weigh with anyone against sending a 
delegate if they wished. 

The Hon. Src. said the only point was that the veteri- 
nary section commenced its meeting at ten, and it had to 
hand in its resolutions to the general meeting at 12, which 
hardly left sufficient time for discussion. 

Mr. F. M. WALLIs proposed that no delegate be sent. 
Mr. F. THurston seconded. 

Prof. ALMompD said that as they were a struggling pro- 
fession desirous of bringing their knowledge before the 
gereral public, when circumstances permitted them to 
do so, they should not iose this opportunity of manifest- 
ing the advantages which the profession ms It 
would be a pity to let the matter drop unless their funds 
would not permit it. As public questions were to be 
dealt with they ought to be represented, and he moved 
that a delegate be sent. 

The Hon. Sec. said the veterinary section had no 
official reporter. Consequently there was no report of 


‘which 


their proceedings. He had himself prepared a report 
had appeared in 7'he Veterinary Record. 
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Mr. W. TurtI.u seconded Professor Almond’s amend- 
ment. 

Prof. PrircHarD said it all depended upon the ex- 
pense. If this would be a large sum of money he felt in- 
clined to vote against the amendment. If the cost would 
be slight he aon with Prof. Almond that they should 
be represented. 

The Hon. Sec. said that last year the delegates 
~~ enabled to obtain railway tickets at reduced 

ares, 

The PRESIDENT said that sending the Hon Sec. to 
Blackpool cost £4 11s., of which £1 1s. was the sub- 
scription, and as the conference lasted five days he did 
it ‘very cheaply. Going to Aberdeen he thought would 
cost about £10. 

The Hon. Sec. said that it was only necessary to 
attend the veterinary section. 

In reply to Mr. F. W. Wragg, the Hon. Sec. said they 
had a balance of about £50. 

Mr. J. Stimpson said the Society was fortunate to 
have such a balance and perhaps it was well that this 
veterinary section should not drop out altogether and 
be forgotten. He therefore felt disposed to support 
Prof. Almond. 

Mr. F. Wraae said he should be the first to vote 
against a delegate going if there was any likelihood of 


the profession being snubbed, but he desired to know the 


President’s views. 

The PrEesIDENT said that as it would cost £10 he 
thought it was hardly worth such an outlay, a quarter 
of their present balance, and from what he had heard he 
was inclined to think there was a certain amount of 
neglect of the veterinary branch of the conference. He 
‘was against sending a delegate to Aberdeen. 

On a vote being taken the amendment was carried, 
and the Hon. Sec. directed tv write that he had been 
appointed delegate. 


Next MEETING. 


The PRESIDENT said it would be a matter of conveni- 
ence to him if the next meeting was held at Yarmouth. 

Mr. F. WracGG proposed that the next meeting take 
place in that town. Mr. F. Tourston seconded and 
this was carried nem con. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
W. Surewey, Junr., F.R.C.V.S. 


I believe ithas always been an understood require- 
ment that the newly-elected president should read an 
address at his first meeting of this Society. I will en- 
deavour to follow that custom. 

First of all let me heartily thank you for electing me 
President for the ensuing year, but I must say that how- 
ever much interest I have taken in the Society I feel 
there are many members whu could fill the chair in a 
more able and satisfactory manner.; ,Certainly it is the 
duty of some to take it. 

I generally tind in addresses of this kind that we pat 
ourselves on the back, and speak of the immense strides 
we have made in our profession during the last 50 years, 
and Iam not the one to depreciate those immense im- 
‘provements that have occurred. I would, however, en- 
deavour to puint out other matters which have not pro- 
gressed as they ought, and to which we might reasonably 
give a little attention. I may commence by saying that 
a greater part of the development of our science has 
been due tv the individual efforts of only a few members 
and that in anythin; like unity we have been 
wanting. 

The great neglect of the veterinary medical societies— 
societies originally intended to advance the status of the 
pen to bring the busy practitioners together to 

ear the discussion of matters of improvement and 


interest are neglected. One has a great trouble to get a 
good representative meeting. The great fault lies in 
the coaihe of the members of the profession, a failing 
that applies to all matters in which they should be 
interested. We owe a very great debt to the learned 
members of our profession and to the professors of the 
various colleges who give their time and trouble to come 
down and give us the result of their investigations and 
practice which helps to keep us in touch with the advance 
of the times. Individual effort alone on the part of a 
few members keep these societies going. The member- 
ship is nothing in proportion to the numbers of the 
veterinary surgeons practising in the area of the Assucia- 
tion. The National Veterinary Association which holds 
its big conferences annually in various towns in the 
United Kingdom has to put forth big efforts social as 
well as scientific to get anything like a fair muster. 
This Association should be a powerful organisation in 
the profession, a means to air our grievances and urge 
our claims. 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, ever en- 
deavouring to advance our profession, is not really in 
touch with the veterinary practitioner—not through the 
fault of the College but through the individual neglect 
of those on the Register to record their vote. Gentlemen 
are elected to the Council and give an immense amount 
of time and labour, and go to a considerable amount of 
expense to attend the committee and Council meetings, 
and although one does not read of the committee meet- 
ings in the veterinary Posey I can assure you that is 
where the real work is done, and yet when the time for 
election comes on there are many who will not take 
the trouble to fill in their voting papers. Many of these 
men would go half mad over a parliamentary election in 
which they have little interest. 

Another class of societies—the National Veterinary 
Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society, and the Victoria 
Jubilee Benevolent Society. Taking the first, cannot 
members of the profession see the immense amount of 
good it has done, and the help it has been to many prac- 
titioners? Can any member point out a better and 
cheaper form of insurance than this, where for 10s. 6d. a 
year one can insure oneself against all stupid and vexa- 
tious litigation? And knowing again that should his 
money not be required for defence purposes it would be 
used for the grander object of alleviating the distress of 
our unfortunate confréres. This Society has a member- 
ship of 222. What is this when we have on the Register 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 3,417 mem- 
bers? I cannot do better when speaking of this Society 
than to read a paragraph from the President of the 
Society’s speech at the last annual meeting :— 

“May I once more appeal to all members of our pro- 
fession who have not joined us to take the first oppor- 
tunity of doingso. We have been doing a good work for 
a number of years, and the scope is now considerably 
extended since we altered our rules. We are all liable 
to litigation, and when trouble dues come it is a great 
help to the member concerned to be able to - their 
case before a number of their confréres who will give 
the best of their advice and help to defend the case if 
needed, both in person and in kind. And if you do not 
require their help you have the satisfaction, ata small 
cost, of helping a brother practitioner when in trouble, 
or his widow and children when in need.” ; 

I may say I have only laid one case befcre this Society, 
and it was promptly met, and was the source of great 
comfort and assistance to a deserving widow. 

Some worthy members of our profession, headed by 
Prof. Penberthy, a good old friend of our Society, started 
in 1897 the Victoria Jubilee Benevolent Society to cele- 
brate the reign of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen 
—to celebrate the very reign under which you say you 
have made such marked progress. This Society is solely 


benevolent, and was formed to help the widows an 
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children of those pals of ours at College and elsewhere 
who were unsuccessful, or who die Selene they are able 
tojmake provision for their dependents ; and what have 
we,done to celebrate that reign and support this object. 
Again out of a Register of nearly 34 thousand I find the 
funds in hand are under £1000. And remember you 
must endow your Society—must have invested funds. 
The number of subscribers is 170, and the annual income 
from it is £130. Now how on earth can these societies 
succeed if you give them such little support, and how 
can they get at the many sad cases which we all know 
exist if you do not all individually take an interest in the 
societies and bring the benefits of these societies before 
thoseSthat should enjoy them. 

I feel I might say a great deal more about these 
societies to members of our profession. How many are 
there of our profession, alas, who, as soon as they have 
made their various fortunes, have left it and thought no 
more of the very profession, the very licence they received 
to make that fortune. There are only a few names one 
can call to mind of men who have endowed scholarships 
or prizes, or who by their own efforts have left the pro- 
fession much better than they found it. Some will say, 
and rightly too, that our profession is aed ; there have, 
however, been many rich men in it, but who can say 
it is so poor that it cannot spare its mite in proportion to 
its position. Bricklayers labourers, mechanics of all kinds 
can find a certain weekly allowance to keep their funds 
going, funds collectively many millions. 

Gentlemen, you are tired of this. I must sum up. 
Are we occupying the position we should? I say no. 
Until quite recently the Board of Agriculture, with an 
annual expenditure of over £105,000, had but one veteri- 
nary surgeon on the staff. Many situations that should 
be occupied by veterinary surgeons are occupied by 
soldiers, sailors, and any class of man who has means of 
influence. It is your own apathy that has brought 
things to this pass. 

Our scientific position has advanced, our social posi- 
tion has advanced, but how slowly, and I believe we are 
getting even more apathetic. 

As your president | appeal to you for your hearty sup- 
port of all these societies I have brought before your 
notice, and not to forget that a little more individual 
effort is required in the E.C.V.M.S. 

[ must apologise for being somewhat of a bore ; I hope 
the expressions of my views may bring forth some fruit. 
(Applause.) 


Mr. F. WraGce said it was the rule of their Association 
that no comments should be made upon the Presidential 
address, therefore their mouths were closed ; but he 
would so far comment upon it asto say that he thought 
their President had spoken some truths which he hoped 
would go home. He moved a cordial vote of thanks to 
the President for his very able and suggestive 
address. 

Mr. F, WALLIs seconded. 

_The vote having been carried amid applause, the Pre- 
sident in reply said he hoped the members would en- 
deavour to carry out what he had urged. 


SKILLETT’s Carp: A CURIOSITY. 


Prof. PrrrcHARD said he had a curiosity, though he 
could not vouch for it. In these days of grumbling 
about advertising it might be somewhat interesting. 
Prof. Pritchard then handed the business card of Skillett, 
a queer little bit of faded pasteboard the worst for wear, 
inscribed in a scrawled hand in pen and ink— 

SKILLETT, 
Cow Doctor, etc. 
No. 47, Charles Street, 
Drury Lane. 
As the queer little relic was handed round, Professor 


— 


Pritchard explained that Skillett wrote a work on the 
cow, and of all the works he had ever read on the 
pr of the cow, he had never seen anything to 
equal it. 

In answer to Mr. Wallis, Prof. Pritchard said the card 
dated from 17 


SOME OF THE DISEASES OF THE HORSE'S 
FOOT. 
Address by Prof. Prrrenarp. 


Prof. PritcHarD said he did not expect he should 
tell them anything new. It was not always necessary to: 
introduce new matter to make a subject interesting, be- 
cause, very frequently, new material so far as his ex- 
perience taught him was misleading. Over and over 
again had he known introductions in connection with 
medicine and surgery which, to use a phrase, took the 
town by storm for a short time and then suddenly dis- 
appeared. If they called to mind old material, and 
worked it up with the view of showing that it was 
originally started on sound foundations, then an address 
of that kind became useful. It also became useful in 
another way for if he could only say something calcula- 
ted to create discussion, and a free interchange of 
opinion without quarrelling—which he was sure they 
never did—then further good wasdone. The first con- 
dition he would speak about was that bane of horseflesh, 
and the horse’s fuot, navicular disease. He would sum 
up the causes in a sentence or two. He was strongly of 
opinion that in the majority of cases it was due to here- 
ditary taint handed down from sire or dam, or both. 
Perhaps another cause very frequently in operation was 
that of concussion, but there were also others that would 
give rise to navicular disease even without either heredi- 
tary taint or concussion. It might be the result of an 
accident such as picking up a nail and puncturing under- 
neath the navicular joint capsule, which was not a joint 
at all for it was only a bursa, or from an injury to the 
underneath surface of the foot by a flint, or something 
of that kind, setting up inflammation of the tendon 
which passes underneath the navicular bone—for ten- 
dons could become inflamed — which inflammation 
might extend to the navicular joint capsule, and set up 
the disease usually spoken of as navicnlar disease. 

What was noes do a disease? In his opinion it was 
nothing short of ulceration of the navicular bone. Where 
did this ulceration commence? The late Professor 
Spooner, he believed, was the first to point out that it 
commenced in the centre of the bone, therefore affecting 
all the muscles bearing on the underneath surface of the 
bone. Their forefathers were under the impression that 
the disease commenced in these muscles, but Professor 
Spooner went further than that and convinced him 
(Prof. Pritchard) that the ulceration commenced in the 
centre of the bone and extended from the centre to the 
underneath surface, Then came the question, why to 
the underneath surface of the bone? Why does it not 
extend in an upward direction to that part of the bone 
which articulates with the os corona? He had never 
heard any argument or read anything about it, but turn- 
ing the matter over in his own mind he had come to the 
conclusion it was a matter of very considerable argu- 
ment. In the first piace the injury commenced from 
below and therefore they had a right to suggest that the 
tendency of that ulceration was to spread towards the 
part where the injury was first inflicted. There was no 
reason to his mind why it should extend down and not 
upwards. The underneath surface was coated with carti- 
lage, and the bone had an upper surface of cartilage, but 
the upper surface was of ordinary character, while the 
underneath surface was fibro-cartilage, and contained 
a considerable amount of circulation of blood into it. 
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compared with the cartilage covering the upper part. 
Where there was ulceration extending in a vascular 
structure it was far more likely to proceed in a direction 
where the vascularity was great rather than in a direc- 
tion where it was small. With regard to the argument 
as to this ulceration commencing in the centre of the 
bone he called attention to ulceration of bones in other 
parts of the horse's body. Take for example articular 
‘disease of the hock. They knew that in the majority 
of instances it arose from concussion to the small bones 
underneath, the small bones commonly called the cushion 
bones. They knew for a positive fact that ulceration 
commenced in these bones and extended towards the 
cartilage. He need not describe the symptoms of navi- 
cular disease which were as well known to them as to 
him, or to tell them that the malady was incurable. 
However well an animal might recover, ur apparently 
recover, the disease wasincurable. Suppose for example 
an animal picked up a nail and punctured the tendon 
running underneath the navicular bone, and that it was 
the hind foot. Such an amount of injury has taken 
place that the bursa—navicular juint is a misnomer— 
tween the tendon and bone was robbed of its vitality, 
adhesion took place between the tendon and the under- 
neath surface of the bone, and the animal toa very con- 
‘siderable extent recovered. But then they had navicular 
disease. There was no cure in a case of that sort since 
cure meant absolute restoration to health. What then 
did they do? As veterinary surgeons they were called 
upon to relieve, and the only means of relief was by de- 
Stroying the power of sensation to the horse’s foot, which 
they were enabled to do by dividing the plantar nerves 
either in the higher or lower nerves and enabling the 
animal to go without feeling pain, but they had not 
cured the disease. A great deal had been said and 
written as to the capability of the operator in performing 
the operation, but it was not so much skill in this direc- 
tion as in the careful selection of the case for operation. 
He would take creditfor himself that he could unnerve 
a horse, as it was termed, but he tuok far more credit for 
selecting suitable cases for the operation. In nine cases 
out of ten, if a case was properly selected the operation 
would succeed, and in nine cases out of ten, if the case 
was not selected properly, the operation would fail. If 
they elected to unnerve a horse they should select a foot 
with plenty of horn on it, with high heels, and also 
select the case in another way. They should not attempt 
to unnerve a horse that had been lame from navicular 
disease for nine or ten years, because then the ulceration 
-of the bone had gone on for so long that the central part 
of the structure would be absolutely wasted—taken 
away by absorption. The probability would be when 
such an animal was robbed of sensation in his foot that 
he would use it in such a way that the bone would he- 
ome broken, the disease would form in the centre of the 
foot and the hoof become cast. Ulceration of the ten- 
dons went on as well as ulceration of the bone, and in 
cases of eight or ten years standing the tendons might 
break and then they would have a similar result as a 
consequence of the bone being ulcerated. If they had a 
case of navicular disease that had not existed for any- 
thing like such a length of time, and the horse possessed 
a strong foot, then there might be a strong chance of 
restoring the animal to work, and it could go on for 
several years. 

He advised that they should prepare a horse well 
before attempting to operate. Give the animal a good 
dose of physic, and well cool the leg, by bandages. He 
He had heard teachers say that if they wanted to ua- 
nerve a horse’s leg cleverly it should be put into a bath of 
cold water for an hour first. A greater mistake could 
not be made. “Many a ponderous and heavy gate 
hangs upon a little hinge,” and how he discovered this 
mistake was by one day going into a fishmonger’s shop, 
when there was six inches of snow on the ground and the 


weather was as cold as we generally had it in this 
country. There was a man cleaning fish, washing it in 
cold water, and had been doing so for some hours. He 
said he would not have that man’s job for a thousand a 
year as his hands must be like ice. The shopman said 
“George wipe your hands, and shake hands with this 
gentleman.” His hands were burning hot, so to speak. 
It at once occurred to him (Prof. Pritchard) that putting 
a horse’s leg into cold water for an hour before opera- 
ting upon it for neurotomy was wrong. Ever since, he 
had had a pail of cold water, then taken a sponge hold- 
ing a quart, and dribbled the water on to the leg for two 
minutes. Then he operated and he did not get a spot 
of blood. If the leg was kept in cold water longer than 
that reaction tuok place, and it was absolutely worse than 
if no cold water was applied at all. That hint might be 
useful when they had to unnerve a horse. 

Seedy toe was the next malady he would speak about. 
It was a separation between the hard outer table of horn, 
and that table on the inner side to which were attached 
the horny laminz. It might be in the toe or quarter, in 
the hind feet or the fore. Separation took place, and 
would continue and extend until the disease was stopped. 
What cause gave rise to this? Some years ago Prof. 
Axe wrote an elaborate article in which he said it was 
due to the presence of a parasite. Generally, all diseases, 
they were now told, were due to parasites or microbes 
but Prof. Axe had seen the advisability to an extent of 
retracting the opinion he then gave. He (Prof. Prit- 
chard) knew that in a case of seedy toe if the crumbling 
horn was put on a microscope parasites would be seen, 
but the potent question was whether the malady began 
with the parasite or whether the parasite found its way 
there after the disease commenced. Prof. Pritchard said 
his opinion was that the parasite found its way there 
after the disease commenced. It would extend upward 
and in a lateral direction until it reached the coronet, 
and might extend half way round the foot. The remedy 
was to remove the outer table of horn. Their forefathers 
advocated pouring in scalding hot tar, pitch, and other 
irritants of that description into the fissure, but the 
remedy he advised was the only radical one. It would 
not do to half remove it. If only the greater part was 
taken off, leaving but the smallest crevice that he might 
have to put his spectacles on to see, the disease would 
go on extending. Never mind if they had to cut it 
down till blood was drawn. In the majority of books it 
would be found that the coronet should be blistered, and 
he had no objection to that line of treatment. He thought 
it a very good one, but it was better to apply some- 
thing to the coronet which would stimulate it without 
absolutely having recourse to blister, and which they 
could continue to apply. If the case was nota bad on 
the horse could be continued at work. They woul 
doubtless ask what he gave. It was— 

Ol. Tereb. 

Liq. Ammon. F. 5ij. 

Ol. Olive ad. 
then they would have an admirable dressing for the 
coronet. Leave it off for a time after the circulation 1s 
excited. Then apply it again. The question might 
arise whether a horse with seedy toe is unsound. it 
should not arise because unquestionably the horse was 
unsound. 

Asto laminitis it was a malady they knew as much 
about as he did, and he would therefore principally 
comment upon the causes that gave rise to it. No doubt 
concussion was very frequently the cause, particularly if 
the animal’s system was in a condition to be annoyed by 
concussion. There might be paper, wood, and coal in a 
grate, but there was no fire until a spark was brought 
to bear. Perhaps thousands of horses were predis 
to laminitis before laminitis took place. Subject them 
to concussion and laminitis ensued. How many hundreds 
of cases of laminitis had been taken for inflamed lungs 
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-or congestion of the lungs, because the pain the poor 
animal was subject to causes the pulse to rise, and in- 


creases the temperature though not to a very great ex- 


tent but toa very much greater extent in respiration. 
Any veterinary surgeon called in to see a horse present- 
ing these symptoms, probably by accident may not have 
the animal moved, and thereupon comes to the conclu- 


.sion it has got congestion of the lungs. Had the horse 


been asked to walk he would have very soon found that 
it could not move at all, or could only move with very 


great difficulty. Hehad a very nice pony, and being a 


member of the Committee of the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals he did not starve 
him. This pony was borrowed by a friend—by-the-by 


‘there were two things one should lend to nobody, one 


was your horse and the other your wife—(laughter), and 
-he unfortunately broke through that rule. His friend 
borrowed the pony to go to Epsom races. It could trot 
well, and when it had its head do about 14 miles in the 
hour. The roads were very hard and his friend having 
taken a friend of his was anxious to show how well his 
borrowed pony could go, and he did go. About three 


-o’clock the next morning Professor Pritchard said he 


wascalled up and told his pony was very ill. When he 
went to see his pony he found another veterinary sur- 
geon old enough to be his father had been called in who 


‘thought it had inflammation of the lungs with the result 


that the pony’s loin was blistered. He was blistered all 


along his back, and the side of his chest. It could be 


imagined what his pony looked like. He had its shoes 
taken off and succeeded in saving its life for a fortnight. 
Then the points of its pedal bones came through the 


soles of the feet and he had him destroyed. That 
Showed how even an experienced surgeon might make 
a mistake about a case of laminitis. That veterinary 


surgeon sent him in a bill for 4s. for removing the shoes, 
which he need scarcely say he did not pay. Therefore 
they should be on their guard, for a horse may have 
laminitis in its hind feet without his fore feet being 


_affected. Such cases were rare but they did occur, a 


horse might have it from overfeeding, from metastasis, 
the passage of inflammation from one part of the body to 


another. More a it was metastasis from the 


bowels to the feet. [t might also be from the lungs, but 
that did not often happen. Not uncommonly it took 
place from the bowels, particularly when drastic purga- 
tives had been used for a supposed stoppage, and super- 
rage ee had set in. They al] wished to attain abso- 
ute recovery, and this more frequently took plac? when 
laminitis happened to one foot, frequently when it 
happened to both fore feet. In jlaminitis of one foot, 


complete recovery more frequently took place when it 


was the result of an accident, a prick, picking up a nail 


-or something of that kind ; not so frequently in the fore 


limbs because these were the limbs that bore the 
weight of the body, and had to put up with the 
irritation. 

With regard to treatment they were told not to bleed 
but because there was a chance of phlebitis or inflamma- 
mation of the veins and the transmission of the disease 
through the veins he was disposed to believe in blood- 
letting in laminitis and in purgatives, but not of a 
drastic character. He believed also in poultices and 


-exercise. Particularly was he fond of exercise in the 


first stage. The late Mr. Broad, of Bath, used to have a 
horse walked about and even flogged until it did walk, 
but that was carrying the treatment too far. With a 
horse in the early stages of laminitis there was nothing 
more or less to deal with than the congested condition 
of the laminz, and not an inflamed state. When the 
horse was walked exercise brought about circulation in 
the foot. The veins of the horses’s foot were one of the 
examples of veins without valves. The veins in ones 
arm or leg carry the blood by means of contracting the 


arm or leg upon the external surface of those veins and 


forced the blood a certain distance. It could not go back 
on account of pressure. Venous circulation in the 
horse’s foot was carried on entirely by the use he 
made of his body and the pressure every time he put 
his foot down. In the early stages when the lamin were 
congested but not inflamed exercise assisted the circula- 
tion by emptying these veins. When the case had got 
beyond this, and there was an inflamed condition of the 
laminz, it was not only doing harm but it was abso- 
lutely cruel to exercise the horse. He hoped he had 
said enough to create discussion and arouse interest in 
their minds. Hethanked them for the kind manner in 
which they had listened to him and said he wouid be 
obliged if they would cross-examine him, 


Discussion. 


The PReEsIDENT said he would have liked to have 
heard more reference to what he would call the consti- 
tutional cause of navicular disease. His idea was 
that there was a tendency comparable to the gouty ten- 
dency in man, towards this disease. A case came under 
his notice of a very fat horse, 8 years old, belonging to 
a clergyman, which was decidedly lame from navicular 
disease. His opinion was it had been so for some con- 
siderable time, and he found it had been fed on corn and 
kept a good deal in the stable. He advised ordinary 
plain shoes, that it should not be kept in stable, put to 
work as much as possible with only an occasional feed 
of corn if required, and not to overfeed it. He blistered 
it—as he thought he might as well get something out of 
it—(laughter) the horse went to work and had been ever 
since, and went sound. How very frequently the 
found navicular disease occurring in the stables of ric 
people who could afford to keep their horses well, and 
did not work them much. As to the ulceration of the 
bone starting at the centre, he had a very fine specimen 
taken from a mare which was sold for farm work. She 
was undoubtedly suffering from navicular disease and 
when she died he secured the feet. He found simply a 
rough condition of the navicular bone, no ulceration so 
far asany one could see other than the roughness of the 
bone. That was navicular disease decidedly without 
any ulceration of the bone whatever. So far as neuro- 
tomy was concerned, he thought they need not consider 
whether they should use a sponge for ten minutes ur ten 
hours to drive the blood out of the leg. If an ordinary 
tourniquet was used, it was not necessary to discuss the 
question of cold fomentations. He had performed some 
amount of neurotomy, but he never thought of using 
cold water. If he founda horse suffering from navicular 
disease he operated at once, got him exercised and at 
work as soon as possible. He was not a member of the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to animals 
or perhaps he would not put him to work so quickly. 
(Laughter). As to seedy toe, he quite agreed that as 
soon as they found a seedy portion of toe or foot to 
cut it all off. Whether they rubbed in oil or blistered 
it, or did anything else, if they got the diseased por- 
tion off and the horse to work as soon as possible they 
got aspeedy recovery. Laminitis as the result of con- 
cussion he would admit as in the case of Professor Prit- 
chard’s pony, but that it occurred after an excessive dose 
of physic required very great consideration. His idea 
was that many cases of laminitiy were purely septic. 
Prof. Pritchard living in London did not get those cases 
in mares of laminitisfafter parturition that they had in 
the country. If a mare did not get rid of the after-birth 
the mare got septicemia. When they went into a box 
and found a brood mare with laminitis they had hopes 
they had got her over one trouble. The septic inflam- 
mation of the foot he believed to be due to ptomaine 
poisoning and that a great part of the laminitis in horses 
was due toseptic infection. Bleeding no doubt was an 
excellent thing in laminitis by relieving pain, the only 
way in which it could be of benefit to the animal but it 
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was not practised now and many of them would not P = , te 
know tall oe bleed a horse. (Laughter.) The relief was The following passed their Third Examination ; 


obtained not by the actual bleeding but through the 
loss of blood. He was surprised that a gentleman who 


gentlemen passed their final examination and were 


admitted members of the Royal College of Veterinary | = my, gollowin g passed their First Examination : pa 
Surgeons : : 


THREE YEARS’ COURSE. New 


J. Dalrymple A. F. Walshe 
New J. 8. Drabble. 
Guiascow H. Cameron. 
Lonpon F. Moore. 
Four YEARS’ CourRsE. 
Dick COLLEGE. 


Mr. J. E. Cockcroft ; Mr. T. Hogg * 


C. A. W. Cunningham* W. S. King 

R. A. Edwards | R. B. Littler 
G. Garden | T.Nunan 

W. Hepburn * C. Steel * 

NEw COLLEGE. 
Mr. A. Ashworth * _ Mr. B. Runciman * 

W. G. Burndred * | T. Runciman 
J. P. Dunphy C. R. Twist 


H. E. Martin 
Giascow CoLLEeGE. 
Mr. J. P. Small | Mr. J. Baird 


Lonpon CottecE.—Mr. J. E. L. Still. 


Dick CoLLEce. Mr Mr. 4 
\] Mr. J. R. Atkins Mr. N. Roberts W. Gillespie * C. H. Wadlow 


Dick COLLEGE. 


Mr. A. H. Andrew t 
W. K. Barron * 
C. Cameron 
J. G. Cattell * 
W. J. Devine * 
J. Donaldson 
J. Henderson 
A. B. Howe 
M.J. Herriott 
H. L. Jones t 


Mr. W. W. Kerr 
R. Montgomery * 
E. J. O'Riordan 
J.D. Powley 
D. Rubaghati t 
J. H. Ripley* 
W. C. Simson 
H. W. Stevens 
S. J. Thomas 
H. M. Williams 


GuLascow CoLLEGE. 


Mr. J. W. Tait 
P. F. Tubridy 
R. Beckerton 


Mr. J. Taylor 


H. McIntyre 
F. McShane 


Marked thus * passed with 2nd class honours 


” ” t 


” Ist ” ” 


R. Rutuerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. 
Sec. Board of Examiners. 


i was a member of the Royal Society for the Prevention | Mr. H. Barrow Mr. J. Latta 
\ of Cruelty to Animals having any sympathy with Broad’s F. Dunning C, Pitts 
‘ treatment of laminitis. W. Elder M. H. Sowerbycoo f 
i Mr. F. M. Watts asked whether hot or cold poultices C. Harrison A. A. Walker 0 
if were used by Professor Pritchard for laminitis, or both in H. B. Kauntze G._T. Willows | 
BS different stages of disease. He had as a country practi- H. H. Lord J.D. C. Ward \ 
ano: tioner experienced laminitis after parturition. So soon D C 1 
Bie as he noticed laminitis he came to the conclusion there ck VOAGNe, n 
pee was something wrong with the uterus and flushed it out, | Mr. P. Braid Mr. J. T. Keall * t! 
4a with considerable benefit. He wished to know whether R. Bryden W. Nairn * d 
The Prof. Pritchard used any protective in front of the foot W. Dunstan * J.S. Nimmo * fe 
ef. in seedy toe, such asa thin plate of iron with a pad T.. Harper J. P. OReilly re 
er. soaked in antiseptic or gutta percha to prevent injury. W. Harris J. Warwick * \ 
‘ia Otherwise when material was removed, leaving the front W. Jelbart L 
Bhs: of the foot so bare, injury might be sustained, if the F 
thi horses were kept at work, from stones on the road. He Giascow COLLEGE. 
Bs): oo to hear of the relief gained from taking the | Mr. A. P. Logan Mr. A. Logan 
Bee. bl away. His father was perhaps too keen on that W. G. Forbes J. Allan 
Bh sort of thing, and when he came into practice they had W. M. Ferguson * F. B. Beck 7 
iat many little brushes about it. In many cases where his A. McDowell J. Danskin P 
oh father thought it did good he thought it did harm, J. H. MacLaren A 
oh. though in the early stages of laminitis and pneumonia M 
a it was a fine thing. It relieved pressure and no doubt The following passed their Second Examination : M 
‘i by relaxing pressure relieved pain. 
(To be continued.) NEw B 
Mr. G. T. Anderson Mr. W. D. Lindsay 
W. Hepbura 'T. Walker 
. Hayes 
Royal College ot at 
IcK COLLEGE. 
Wa Veterinary Surgeons. Mr. W. Colebatsh * Mr. W. Munslow 4 
+ J. Forbes * W. Robertson * M 
+a A. C. Bowden J. D. Whitehead f 
il THE MAY EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND. E. Dunstan J. D. Whitty * 5 
H. B. Hiles * H. Yeomans 
baal At meetings of jthe Board of Examiners held in 
Bh Edinburgh and Glasgow on May 18th for the written GLascow COLLEGE. | 
examination, and on and between the 21st and 28th | Mr. Mr. + 
B racti xaminations the followin - McFarlane Craig t 
1 for the oral and practical examinations the following G. W. Weir + Wallace * & 
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FIFTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT, 
For THE YEAR 1899—1900. 


The Council beg to submit to the profession the 
following report of the proceedings of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons for the year 1899—1900. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held on Wednesday, June 7th, 
1899, in accordance with the provisions of the supple- 
mental Charters. At that meeting it was announced 
that in consequence of there being only sufficient candi- 
dates nominated, no election wa3 necessary, therefore the 
following gentlemen would take the place of those who 
retired by rotation, but were eligible for re-election, viz. : 
Messrs. W. F. Barrett, W. T. J. Bower, Professor J. R. U. 
Dewar, Charles Hartley, Alex. Lawson, Saml. Locke, 
Professor J. McCall, and Professor W. Pritchard. 


Election of Officers. 


At the first meeting of Council, held on Friday, July 
‘7th, 1899, Mr. James Fraser was unanimously elected 
President for the year, and Messrs. Mason, Wartnaby, 
Abson, Lawson, Villar, and Bower, Vice-Presidents ; 
Mr. F. W. Wragg was re-elected Treasurer, and Mr. A. 
‘W. Hill, Secretary and Registrar. 

Mr. R. Rutherford was re-elected Secretary to the 
Board of Examiners in Scotland. 


Alterations of, and additions to, Bye-laws. 
The following alteration to Bye-law No. 7 was passed 
_at a Council meeting held on July 7th, 1899 : 
“That atthe quarterly meeting held in July in each 
ear the Counell shall fix the dates of the Membership 
xaminations to be held during the following December, 
May, and July, and the dates of the quarterly meetings 
of Council to be held during th: following October, 
January, April, and July. 


Professional Examinations. 


Three hundred and eighty-three students from the 
respective schools have been examined during the year. 
Of these 92 have obtained the Diploma of Membership. 
‘The following are the numbers of candidates examined, 
passed, and rejected in each class :— 


Three Years Course. 
Examined. Passed. Rejected. 


Class A 

Class B 6 4 2 
Class C (Oral) 8 4 4 
Class C (Practical) 24 19 5 


Four Years Course. 


59 24 


Class A 83 

Class B 98 79 19 

Class C 79 67 12 

Class D 85 73 12 
The following resolution has been adopted by the 


Council 

“Materia Medica, Practical Pharmacy, Therapeutics, 
_and Toxicology, written, two hours ; oral, thirty minutes. 
At the oral examination two students shall present them- 
selves at the same time and shall be examined for fifteen 
minutes by each Examiner.” ; 

Owing to thelamented death of Professor Wm. Duguid, 
and the resignation. of Dr. Sheridan Delépine, two 
Examiners have been appointed to fill the vacancies, 
viz, Mr. N. Almond, F.R.C.V.S., in Principles and Prac- 
tice of Veterinary Medicine and Meat Inspection, 
Class D ; and Dr. G. Dean, M.B., the post of Examiner 
in Morbid Anatomy, Pathology, and Bacteriology, 
»Class C. 


Fellowship Examinations 


Two examinations have been held during the year for 
this degree, in May and December. Five candidates 
entered, with the result that the following gentlemen 
were admitted Fellows, viz., Messrs. W. Scott, W. Car- 
gil Patrick, H. C. Reeks, and J. H. Wilson. 


Steel Memorial Medals. 


After due consideration the Council have. awarded 
the medals for this year to Professor James McCall, 
Principal of the Glasgow Veterinary College, and Pro- 
fessor F. T. G. Hobday, of the Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town. 


Walley Memorial Prize. 


Since the last Annual Report the following rules and 
regulations for these prizes have been passed by the 
Council : 

1. The Examination is open to the students of any 
veterinary college in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, now or hereafter affiliated to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, for education in 
veterinary science, who shall have subsequent to the 
immediately preceding month of October passed the 
Class C, or third examination under the present four 
years course. 

2. Candidates intending to compete for this prize must 
send notice of their intention to the Secretary of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, on or before the 
second Monday in the month of August, after having 
passed their qualifying examination. 

3. The subjects shall be Pathology, Materia Medica, 
and Hygiene. 

4, The examination shall be wholly a written one. The 
time allowed for each of the three subjects of examina- 
tion shall be not less than two hours. 

5. An examination shall be held simultaneously in 
London and Edinburgh, and also in Dublin in the event 
of a Veterinary College being established in Ireland. 

6. The examination may be held at such times and in 
such places in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, as the 
Council shall from time to time appoint. 

7. The President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, or two members of the profession delegated by 
the Council, shall attend at each centre, and supervise 
the examination. 

8. No communication shall be made by the examiners 
of anything that takes places at the examination, except 
by writing to the Council. 

9. The marks shall be a maximum of 100 in each sub- 
ject, and an aggregate of 60 per cent. shal] be obtained. 
Failure to obtain 40 per cent. in any one subject shall 
disqualify. 

10. In view of an examination, the Secretary shall 
apply to the examiners for questions, which shall then be 
printed and distributed to the candidates at the exam- 
ination. There shall be six questions in each subject, 
four of which must be attempted. 

11. The examiners shall place against each answer the 
number of marks awarded, and shall then forward to the 
Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
the papers, together with their award. 

12. Passage of papers, reference to books or docu- 
ments, talking, or copying will entail immediate dismissal 
from examination. 

13. At the next Council meeting after these regulations 
are adopted, and subsequently at the same time as the 
examiners for the College examinations are elected, and 
subject to the same conditions, the Council shall appoint 
a Special Court of Examiners, consisting of six members, 
two for each subject, for the purpose of examining can- 
didates for this prize. oat 

14. Every member of the Court of Examiners shall be 
entitled to such fees as shall from time to time be fixed 


by the Council. 


716 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fune g, 1900 


15. No fee is to be paid by any student competing for 


the prize. 
The Council have decided that the appointment of 
Examiners for these prizes shall be an honorary one. 
The following have been appointed examiners : 
Morbid Anatomy, Pathology, and Bacteriology.-—G. 
—_ Woodhead, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.S.E. G. Dean, 
Materia Medica, Therapeutics and Toxicology.—Jas. 
Clark, F.R.C.V.S., John Freeman, F.R.C.V.S. 
Veterinary Hygiene and Dretetics. — W. Woods, 
F.R.C.V.S., W. Pallin, F.R.C.V.S. 


Registration Committee. 


The Committee have had under consideration 108 cases 
during the year, of which 85 were new. 

There were 56 complaints against members, in most of 
which undertakings or satisfactory explanations were 
given, and in none of which was it found necessary to 
resort to severe measures. Five against registered prac- 
titioners, and forty-seven against unqualified persons. 
With regard to the latter there have been four convic- 
tions, with fines of various amounts. Three names have 
been restored to the Register after due inquiry. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


The Council have had before them the question of the 
position of veterinary surgeons attached to the Yeo- 
prone | Corps throughout the country, and have ap- 
proached the War Office on the subject with the result 
that all regiments of Yeomanry will, in future, be entitled 
to a Commissioned Veterinary Officer. 

The Council have good grounds to believe that the 
efforts being made by it for obtaining for the Officers of 
the Army Veterinary Department further recognition 
as regards title, promotion, and pension will be suc- 
cessful. 

''he Committee are still watching the Companies Bill, 
with a view to placing members of the profession on the 
same footing as other professions with regard to protec- 
tection from unqualified persons posing as companies and 
undertaking professtonal work. 


Meat Inspection. 


The subject of meat inspection has been before the 
Council on several occasions, and communications have 
been made to the Lucal Government Board and the 
Board of Agriculture, and after considerable investiga- 
tion they arrived at the conclusion that the examination 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is very 
much in advance of that adopted by other bodies on this 
subject, and under the circumstances have passed the 
following resolution : 

 ©That it was derogatory to the dignity of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons that holders of the Dip- 
loma should submit themselves to examination in Meat 
Inspection by the Sanitary Institute. Having regard to 
all the cireumstances the Counci! did not deem it advis- 
able to make any further representation to the Local 
Government Board on the subject at present.” 


Registration of Colonial Practitioners. 


The appeal of a graduate of Ontario Veterinary 
College against the decision of the Council to place him 
on the Register of Colonial Practitioners has been con- 
sidered by the Privy Council and dismissed, thus up- 
holding the decision arrived at by the Council. ’ 

An application for registration as a Colonial Practi- 
tioner has been made by a graduate of Bombay Veteri- 
nary College, which the Council decided to decline. The 

aduate appealed to the Privy Council, and this appeal 

as also been dismissed. 


Presentations. 


Library.—The following donations have been received : 
“The Veterinary Journal,” “The Veterinarian,” “The 


{ 


Veterinary Record,” “ The Journal of Comparative Patho- 
logy and Therapeutics,” from the Editors ; The Calendar 
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England : The 
Calendar of the Pharmaceutical Society ; Calendar of 
the College of Preceptors ; The Annual Report of the 
Civil Veterinary Department of Bengal; The Annual 
Report of the Imperial Bacteriologist of India, 1898-9. 
The Tallerman Treatment of Rheumatism, by the 
Editor. 

The Council particularly desire to draw attention to: 
the generous and valuable contribution of 600 volumes 
from his professional library by Dr. George Fleming, 
C.B., on condition that the ‘volumes be accessible to: 
every member of the profession ; this condition being 
a —— to all books already in the Library of the 

ollege. 


Attendances of Members of Council. 
CouncIL MEETINGS ComMITTEES. 
Total No. 9. 
Attendances. Notices to attend. Attendances.. 
W. F. Barrett 8 18 15 
W. T. J. Bower 8 14 8 
J. R. U. Dewar 6 9 2 S 
Charles Hartley 6 8 4 S 
Alex. Lawson 6 13 8 T 
Samuel Locke 6 10 6 1 
James McCall 1 15 2 I 
W. Pritchard 7 12 5 ¥ 
Jno.A. W. Dollar — 14 
Sir F. FitzWygram 5 
J. Penberthy 6 20 V 
A. W. Mason 7 25 13. V 
J. Abson 8 1] 8 
James Fraser 9 25 18: 
F. Duck 3 7 2 
Charles Allen 2 11 1 el 
F. Wrage, 8 21 16 
J. McCall 2 14 1 
J. H. Carter 6 6 4 F 
W. Williams 1 ~ 
W. J. Mulvey 7 24 18 
W. A. Edgar 5 19 2 D 
W. O. Williams 7 18 9 
A. C. Cope 5 7 4 T 
J. M’Fadyean 6 12 4 
Geo. Elphick 6 6 4 
J. D. Lambert 6 7 3 
Sidney Villar 9 14 9 
E. 8S. Shave 6 12 3 
James F.Simpson 7 25 23 
Geo. Wartnaby 8 13 9 
R. U. Trigger 6 13 9 
Obituary. 
The Registrar’s report shows that the deaths of mem- | C1 


co of the College have been for the twelve months, 
ifty. 

Broad, Thomas Dike, Bath 

Buckley, Sam Lawton, Blackburn, Lancs. 

Barker, William, Middlesborough 

Campbell, Archibald, Newtownards. 

Clinchy, De Courcy, Longford. 

Carroll, John M., Coolrus Bruree 

Crawford, Vet.-Major Frank Fairburn, A.V.D. 

Dacre, William, Manchester 

Dick, James, Limavady 

Doyle, Charles J., Shankill Bray, Dublin 

Duguid, William, Whitehall Place, London 

Emms, Henry C., Foulsham, Norwich 

Farrow, Wm. Hastings, Finsbury, London 

Faulkner, Joseph, Rochdale 

Ferguson, George Featherstone, Gateshead-on-Tyne. 
Gardiner, Benjamin Channing Rouse, A.V.D. 

Ganly, Andrew, Usher’s Quay, Dublin 
Grove, Thomas Sydney, Stockwell, 8.W. 
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‘Gilmore, Isaiah G., Bailieborough 
Hardy, Robert Thomas, Sleaford 

Heath, James Pulling, Southernhay, Exeter 
Hopkins, James, Pulborough 

Horner, Richard, Shipley, Yorks 
Hurrell, Clement H., Southminster 
Hurrell, William Ashbey, Southminster 
Hunting, Charles, South Hetton 

Jones, Archibald Stevenson, Kilkenny 
Keyes, Henry, Dublin Castle 

Kennedy, Francis, Listowel 

McHugh, E. R., Strokestown, Ireland 
Martin, Charles Hall, Alfriston, Sussex 
Mullally, James J., Clonmel, Ireland 
Mulqueen, James, Rossbrien, Ireland. 
Pearce, J. H., Whitchurch, Hants 
Patterson, George T., Kensington 
Richmond, Henry, Lytham, Lancs. 
Rickell, Henry F. R., Market Drayton 
Shapland, John, Barnstaple 

Scoon, George H., Kelso, N.B: ° 
Slocock, Oliver Thomas, Carlow, Ireland 
Stanley, Henry Margetts, Birmingham 
Sandeman, James, Kirriemuir 

Thurston, Walter, Laxfield, Suffolk 
‘Traylen, Jabez, Braughing, Herts. 
Tinsley, Richard William, Malton, Yorks 
‘Walker, Alfred, Bourton House, near Rugby 
Wilkinson, Vet.-Lieut. Ernest, A.V.D. 
‘Worsley, James, Ipswich, Suffolk 
Wright, Charles, Ipswich, Suffolk. 
Wright, John, Kidderminster 


Election of Auditors. 
Messrs. Warner and Woodger were unanimously re 
elected as auditors. 
Financial Statement. 


F. W. Wraace, Esq., TREASURER, in Account with the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for the Financial 
Period Jrom 1st May, 1899, to 30th April 1900, 


Dr. 


£ sd. 
‘To Cash at Bankers and in hand 437 111 
Examination and Registration Fees 2117 9 O 
Fellowship Examination Fees 68 5 0 
Restoration Fees 440 
Dividends on Consols 202 6 O 
Hire of Room 515 6 
Sale of Register 20 1 0 
£2855 2 5 
Cr, 
£ os. d. 
By Examiners’ Fees and Expenses 1376 12 8 
Fellowship Examiners’ Fees 21 4 6 
Delegates’ Expenses 42 19 6 
Reporters 58 11 11 
Law Expenses 217 4 4 
Audit Fee 5 5 9 
Salaries and Wages (including grant to 
previous Secretary) 421 0 0 
Rates and Taxes 87 3 0 
Printing, Engraving, & Stationery 169 1 7 
‘Gas and Fue 1617 6 
House Expenses 15 O11 
Advertisin 5 5 0 
Repairs to 3 2 6 
Annual Dinner 24 4 0 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Society, 
amount paid for hire of room ordered 
to be returned 4 4 0 
Insurance 9 2 0 
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Sundries, Petty Cash, dc. 
Cash at Bank 355 13 3 

Less cheque 
outstanding 5617 6 
29815 9 
Cash in hands of Secretary 8 6 8 
———— 307 2 5 
£2855 2 5 
Amount of Stock standing in the names of 
Trustees in British Consols General 
Fund £7610 13 1 
Steel Memorial Fund : 
Stock 269 1 3 
Cash and Interest, as per 
last account £18 11 7 
Accrued Interest at Bank 
2514 7 
Cash paid for Medals 2 0 0—23 14 7 
£292 15 10 
Walley Memorial Fund : 
Stock 278 12 O 
Cash and Interest as per 
last account £117 O 
Accrued Interest at Bank 7 8 O 
———— 9§ 5 O 
£287 17 O 
Account : 
Stoc 864 13 3 
Cash and Interest as per 
last account £29 3 5 
Accrued Interest at Bank 23 0 0 
———— 3 5 
£916 16 8 


We, theundersigned, have examined the above accounts 
and tind them correct, 
Ricnarp Warner, F.C.A. 
JosEPH WooDGER. 
Artuur W. Sec. 
8th May, 1900. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


DAMAGES AGAINST A RAILWAY COMPANY. 


The case of “Clayton v. the Midland Railway Com- 
pany ” was heard before Mr. Justice Day and a special 
jury. This was an action to recover damages for negli- 
gence. Mr. Milvain, Q.C., and Mr. Compston appeared 
for the plaintiff; the defendants being represented by 
Mr. E. Tindal Atkinson, Q.C.,and Mr. Mellor. On Apri 
28th of last year a thoroughbred colt, which had been 
recently bought by the plaintiff for £50, was consigned to 
him at Thirsk The colt was delivered to the defendant 
company at Keighley by Mr. Carter, a veterinary sur- 
geon of that place. Aboutan hour later information was 
given to Mr. Carter that there was something amiss with 
the animal. He accordingly went to the station at 
Keighley, where he found a porter leading the animal up 
and down the platform. The porter said that the colt 
had got loose in the box, and was thought not fit to 
travel. Mr. Carter said he could not take the animal 
back, but that he was willing to attend to it on behalf 
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of the omnes. This he accordingly did, and it re- 
mained under his care until May 4, when it was again 
consigned to the plaintiff. Upon its arrival at Thirsk it 
was found to be in a weak condition, and subsequent 
examination disclosed the fact that its spine was injured, 
and after communication with the company it was de- 
stroyed. The contention for the plaintiff was that the 
animal had not been properly secured in the box by the 
defendants’ servants. Mr. Atkinson submitted that 
there was no case to go to the jury. The only evidence 
was that the colt was found lying on the floor of the box, 
and this in itself afforded no proof of negligence against 
the company. The learned Judge, however, said that he 
should leave the case to the jury. Witnesses were called 
on behalf of the company to show that the animal had 
been pregerty fastened up in the box in the usual way. 
Without leaving the box the jury found a verdict for the 
plaintiff for £50, the amount claimed, and judgment was 
given accordingly, but, upon the application of Mr. Atkin- 
son, a stay of execution was granted.—The Times. 


HORSES IN WAR. 


The War in South Africa and its slow progress teach 
us that success and the duration of campaigns depend 
largely on the number, condition, and proper care of 
animals employed to mount our troops and for transport 
purposes, says a valuable article in the “ Nineteenth Cen 
tury ” for June. 

A correspondent of Zhe Times wrote on the 2nd of 
March from Bloemfontein: “The wreck of an army 
lies scattered in and about Bloemfontein. I say the 
wreck of an army, for what is an army without horses 
and draught animals? And that is practically what we 
are at present.” 

Humanity shows us that animals should not be left, 
as is now the case, when badly wounded or broken 
down with exhaustion, to die untended. It therefore 
becomes the duty n¢ less of the military authorities than 
of the taxpayer and humanitarian to consider carefully, 
-_ to remodel, the whole treatment of animals in war- 

are. 

Investigations into the actual state of affairs in South 
Africa reveal a reckless waste of animal life and dis- 
regard of sufferings quite unimaginable. Mr. Charles 
E. Hands, a correspondent of Zhe Daily Mail, after the 
occupation of Bloemfontein, travelled back to Kimberley. 
On the 2nd of March, after describing the dead oxen and 
horses on the road, he goes on to say : 

“ More pathetic than the sight of the dead horses was 
- the sight of the livingones. There were horses that had 
been hit, horses that had been broken down with over- 
work and under-feeding, horses with hideous saddle-sores 
hidden by clustering mounds of flies, horses abandoned 
for every conceivable defect; some horses for whom 
death had loosened their rider’s control, big English 
horses, unshod Boer ponies, most of them with hip bones 
that projected so far as to suggest dislocation ; and all 
along by the side of the river where they found grazing 
and water, they were wandering about helpless, forlorn, 
abandoned creatures, who looked at you dubiously, as 
though they feared you were bringing them more of 

lorious warfare; and then, seeing you pass, turned 

istlessly away, and, hanging down their heads, went on 

with their dejected grazing. Every Kaffir kraal had a 
dozen horses round it. Every Kaffir you met was 
mounted on some sort of a horse. Horses were cheap 
along the Modder River. 

Again, many animals suffer and die from quite preventi- 
ble causes on land, at sea, and from the port to the front. 
The greatest cause of all this is, perhaps, the condition 
of our Army Veterinary system, which is immature. 


The sanctioned number of the whole Army Veterinary 
Department for England, India, and the Colonies, is only 
142, and out of these twenty are employed by the Indian 
Government on purely civil duties. With 150,000 
Government animals in South Africa, at a very low esti- 
mate valued at £4,000,000 sterling, there are only forty- 
seven Army Veterinary surgeons, and these cannot give 
an order or make a recommendation, having no military 
status and no staff of men under them. The head of the 
Army Veterinary Department himself has no control 
over the veterinary surgeons ; every order to them, even 
of the most pressing nature, has to be given through the 
Quartermaster-General. It is scarcely necessary to point 
out the consequent delay that is inevitable. No skilled 
veterinary advice or assistance was at first made use of 
in the transport or shipment of animals. In the notorious 
instance of the Rapidan in October last, when so many 
horses were lost, the fittings were flimsy and inadequate,. 
and to this cause was due the loss of animal life. 
Previously to the Joss there was not even a veterinary 
officer on the Board of Selection for transport ships. 

The want of military status with a staff of assistants is. 
one of the chief causes why properly qualified veteri- 
nary surgeons cannot now be got for the Army. So un- 
popular is this service that in July last six commissions 
were vacant (these have now been increased to twelve). 
For the six commissions, six candidates presented them- 
selves. Two failed to pass the medical test for physical 
fitness, and the remainder failed to pass the required 

rofessional examination. In fact, since the 9th of 
November, 1898, only one candidate has been gazetted 
to the Army. ‘That there were plenty of qualified men 
to be found is shown by the fact that at this same time 
the New Zealand Government offered civil appointments 
for six veterinary surgeons on exactly the same terms as 
the Army Veterinary Department, and there were 
seventy candidates. 

The medical military service was a few years ago in a 
similar position as tolack of Army rank and inefficiency. 
Army rank with control over a staff of subordinates has 
now been granted, and in this war it has done admirable 
work, in marked contradistinction to what was effected 
previously. 

The Veterinary Department complains also of slowness 
of promotion and insufficient pay. 

hat this Department is in an unsatisfactory condition 
is acknowledged by the War Office, for the fact was re- 
presented to the Secretary of State for War in July, 
1899, by the President of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, supported by a petition of the Council ; 
and a promise was obtained that the matter would be 
considered. On the 5th of April, 1900, in answer to a 
question in the House of Commons, the Under Secretary 
of State for War said that the whole matter of the 
status of the Department was under consideration. So 
that this vitally important service, which was known to 
be in adefective condition at the outbreak of hostilities, 
was so still, without any steps having been taken to 
remedy it, six months later. As a stop-gap 140 civil 
veterinary ,practitioners (nearly three times the number 
of the Army veterinary surgeons in South Africa) have 
been temporarily hired in a hurry. Some of these are 
good practitioners, some are the reverse ; but all are un- 
acquainted, academically or by experience, with the 
transport of horses by sea, or with their treatment on 
active military service, and at best are an expensive and 
inefficient substitute for well-trained military veterinary 
surgeons with a proper staff of assistants under their 
command. 

The War Office should be called to account for this 
waste of animals from want of proper veterinary care ; 
for their abandonment when under a better system they 
might have been recovered and rendered again fit for ser- 
vice ; and for not putting them out of their agony when 
past recovery.—Morning Herald. 
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Canadian Horses. 


The spirited veterinary surgeon of Peterboro’, Ontario, 
Vet.-lieut. of the 3rd Canadian Dragoons, Mr. B. R. 
Poole, is travelling this season two very tine English 
stallions “ Warley Toff” and “Fearnaught,” the former 
was bred by the late Mr. Eastland, of Childerditch Hall, 
Essex, and the latter by Mr. Moserop, of Yorkshire. 
The following is his prospectus: “ Warley Toff” is a 
bright bay over 16 hands, a grand mover, full of fire and 
dash with all the Hackney characteristics and coachy in 
size, just the horse that is wanted. “Fearnaught” 
weighs nearly 1600 lbs., compactly built on short legs, 
bred on Cleveland lines, a descendant of “Barnaby.” 
The market calls for big, clean-legged horses for general 
purpose and for artillery use, and the farmers of the 
district should endeavour to keep abreast of the times 
and have such horses for disposal. This horse is placed 
at the disposal of farmers at a moderate figure in order to 
encourage breeding the _ stump of horse for their 
purpose. Remember that by breeding home-bred stock 
you are very often in-breeding, mating half-brothers and 
sisters without being aware of the fact, but by using 
an imported horse you do away with this mistake, which 
means nothing but weeds.” | 


The Horse, Carriage and General Insurance 
Company, Ltd. 


The balance sheet for 1899 shows a healthy state. 
‘The New and Renewal Premiums received during that 
period amounted to £42,176 7s. 2d.; the claims paid to 
£23,628 1s. 5d. The Directors have carried £1200 to 
General Reserve Account— raising that fund to £2400— 
and out of the available balance they recommended a 
dividend for the year of 10 per cent. (of which 4 per cent. 
had been already paid as an interim dividend) free of 
income tax, on the paid-up capital of the Company. 
They further recommended a bonus dividend of 2 per 
cent. These leave a balance of £490 7s. 4d. to be carried 
forward to the nextaccount. £2000 having been added 
to the reserve of premiums for unexpired risks, that 
item stood at the end of the year at £8950. 

The investments remain in in the balance sheet at 
their cost values, which are less than the present market 

rices, and with cash balancies represent £24,158 18s. 8d. 

he liabilities, besides the share capital, include £11350 
current and general reserves. £1405 3s. 4d. balance from 
revenue account, sundry small items, and £12 183. 9d 
unclaimed dividends. 


Hurricanes and Birds. 


Mr. T. Digby Pigott writes from the Carlton Club: 
“T have received from a friend who has lately returned 
from an annual visit to St. Vincent, where he owns a 
property, a curious account of the effects of a hurricane 
of September, 1898, on the bird-life of that island. A 
strange fact which he mentions would, I think, if you 
can spare a corner in your columns, interest many of 
= readers. Among the tamest and commonest birds 

fore the hurricane was a small] bronze-green humming 
bird. My correspondent, in his earlier visits, had been 
accustomed to see these birds in numbers in every direc- 
tion, often sitting—like house martins and swallows in 
English summers—in parties on the telephone wires. 
During a seven weeks’ stay in the island, just finished, 
he saw none, and was informed by Mr. Thompson, the 
Administrator, that, so far as he had been able to learn, 
the bird, since the hurricane, had entirely disappeared. 

e disappearance is the more remarkable as other 
humming birds less common are still to be seen in St. 
Vincent, though in diminished numbers. Volumes have 


been written and have yet to be written on the altering 
conditions of animal life on the earth and the constant 
gradual removal of birds and beasts from spots where 
they were once at home. But it would not, I think, be 
very easy to find another instance of the obliteration of 
a numerous species from the avi-fauna of an island in 
something under an hour and a half.”—The Times. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 


From The London Gazette. 
War Orrice, PALL MALL, May 31 


YEOMANRY CAVALRY. 


Dorset (Queen’s Own). The appointment of Mr. C. H. 
Golledge, M.R.C.V.S., as Vet.-Lieutenant, which ap- 
ared in 7'he London Gazette of May 15th, should have 
rne date May 10th and not as therein stated. 
Montgomeryshire.—T. C. Howatson, M.R.C.V.S., to be 
Vet.- Lieutenant. 
Major Bostock, A.V.D., sailed in the “ Nomadic” on 
June Ist, from Albert Docks for South Africa. 
Vet.-Major Pringle sailed in ss. Lake Erie, June 7th. 
C.V.S. F. F. G. White left June 7th for Pressajus, near 
San Sabastfan, Spain, to proceed to Cape, June 10th, 
with mules. 


Very. Orricers AND V.S.—CarE CoLony. 
V.-Col. Matthews, I., Bloemfontein, P.V.O., S.A. 


Cavalry Division—Bloemfontein. 

V.-Maj. Forsdyke, F. W. 

V.-Capts. Blenkinsop, L. J. Drage, F. B. Richardson, 
A.E. O’Donel, J.G. 

V.-Lts. Griffith, J.J. Carr, Todd, A.G. Hunt, 
F. W. Southey,J.B. Williams, A.J. Saw- 
er, H. J. Brown, E. 

C.V.S. Young, J.C. Rennie, T. Massheter, J. W. H. 
Taylor, W. E. Welch, H. C. Douglas, J. 
Ensor, E.T. Oliver, H..O. Head, A.S. Neal. 
CG. R.’ Stephens, S. L. Gamble, H. Green, W. 
G. Fisher,O.S. Lindsay, F. Brownless, J- W. 
Trydell, F.W. Carrick. Farrar, J.R. Bell. 
Phelan, Bowhill, T. Orton, Mason, H. E. T. 

(Col.) V--Capts. Stevenson, W. Gribben, A. P. Kendall. 
Ruddock. 

V.-Lts. Mulvey, W.S. (C.I.V.) Melhuish. 


1st Division. 
V.-Maj. Pallin, D. C., Kimberley. 
Fowler,J-C. Porteous, R. Hill, W. Lane,A.J. 
3rd Division. 
V.-Maj. Crow, W.A., (Col). V.S. Campbell, Thomas, 
R. P., Dewetsdorp. 


(Col.) V.S. Sanderson, C.V.S. Gresham, F. B., Spring- 


fontein. 
V.-Lt. Conder, G., C.V.S. Tranter, Wakkerstroom. 


8th Division. 
V.-Lt. Lane, A. H., C.V.S. Swanston, Donaldson, 
Thaba’ Nehu. 
Lines of Communication and Base, Cape Town ete. 
V -Lt.-Col. Rayment, G.J.R., -V.-Capt. Cooper, J., 
Cape Town. 


Lt. Sullivan, H. A., Maitland. 
OVS. H. K., Hodder, A., Green Point. 
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Various Stations. 


C.V.S. Aitken, J.J., Lawrie, A.S. 


range 

--Capt. Moore, J., Rhodesia, 
Lt. Smith, W. D., Mafeking. 

SS. Gavin, De Aar. 
S. Webb, H. M., Pakeman, W.G., Naauwpoort. 
Capt. England, A., Hd. Qrs. Imp. Yeomanry. 
.V.S. Dyson, E. London. 
Bray, Pretoria. 
McNamara, Rosebank 
Jackson, G.T., Prieska. 
Lund, Stanley Clarke, 


R mts. 
V.-Capt. Lawson, E.G., -V.-Capt. Eassie, F.. C.V.S. 
Smith, Jarvis, E. M., Bloemfontein. 

C.V.S. Deacon, A. F., Springfontein. 

V.-Maj. Day, E., C.V.S. Brand, J., Aggio, Stellenbosch. 
C.V.S. Jackson, A.F.S., Grist, A.G., Port Elizabeth. 
V.-Lt. Loughlin, J., C.V.S. Lake, B. L., Kimberley. 
C.V.S. Glasse, M. St. G., Orange R. 

V.-Lt. Rose, C., C.V.S. Farrant, A. L., Queenstown. 
C.V.S. Fail, F., Bethulie. 


C.V.S. Kenny, H. B.,. Invalided home. 


o<< 


V 


Q<Q 


Gen. Carrington’s Force 


May 10th. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


_THE USELESS FOREIGN VOTING PAPERS. 


ir 

I cannot but corroborate the views of Mr. G. K. 
Walker in every particular. At present the foreign vot- 
ing papers are a farce, and sending them out a useless 
expense to the College. Something should be done in 
the matter. I have not had a fair chance of voting for 
many years, and had [ not happened to be in England 
this summer, ry e missed the opportunity of try- 
ing to help to elect the one I consider to be the best mem- 
ber of the whole Council. 

W. F. 
Hurricana Stud Farm, 
Amsterdam, N.Y., U.S.A. 


EQUINE “ HICCOUGH.” 
ir, 


Happening to be in Belfast the other day and re- 
quiring a conveyance I accosted a car-driver, whose turn- 
out was not of the best. I had just asked him how 
much he charged an hour, when another car came into 
view. I remarked “here comes a good looking blood 
horse in a car, but he has very high action on one hind 
leg. With real Irish wit came the immediate retort, 
“Sure and he is no use to you at all, sorr, he has got hic- 
cough of a hind leg.” 


Blackwall, Halifax, June 1. 


PARLANE M. WALKER. 


ELECTION ADDRESSES, DIVIDED 
CERTIFICATES, Etc. 


Sir, 
As the addresses of the candidates for election 
as members of Council are very meagre and do not 
- the profession the slightest or only a very 
int idea of their opinions of what they intend 
doing if elected, many members of the profession 
siding in the North of England would like tc know 
a to recording their votes, their ideas upon the 
nancial state of affairs of the R.C.V.S. and the teaching 
schools ; also the aay examination of our stu- 


dents. It cannot 


liminary examination came into force there has been a 


denied that since the higher pre- |. 


great falling off in the number of students attending 
most of the teaching schools, and consequently fewer 


: students to be examined by the College, with the result 


that during the past year there has been a financial loss, 
Although a firm believer that our students cannot be too 
highly educated, there is a limit to all things, and 
remembering that our profession is one of £ s. d. I think 
some modification should be made in the preliminary ex- 
amination. I would suggest that the Council accept a 
divided certificate. This, in my — would not de- 
tract one iota from the educational standard of the stu- 
dent. I know of several students who have passed in. 
every subject of the preliminary examination more than 
once, and yet because they have not passed in ever 
subject at the one sitting they are considered not suft- 
ciently educated to be admitted as students to our 
meee I ask are these students inferior to their more 
fortunate brethren ! 

It is the intention of many members residing in the 
north, or at least those with whom I have come in con- 
tact, not to vote for any candidate who does not give a. 
decided opinion of his views upon these most important 
subjects.— Yours faithfully, 

NovocastTRIAN. 


TO THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE “ APPEAL 
FUND.” 


Gentlemen, 

Please accept my sincere thanks for the kind and’ 
liberal manner in which you have subscribed to the 
fund being raised to help me in appealing against the: 
decision at the Brighton Court in February last. The 
appeal I hope will prove successful. Messrs. Sessions 
and Bloxsome, who have kindly conducted the appeal 
fund and have taken a lot of trouble on my behalf, have 
forwarded me a cheque for £31 7s., the sum raised, which: 
is very acceptable, and will prove of great assistance in: 
meeting the expenses of the appeal. 

Again thanking you for your liberal support —-Believe 


me, yours sincerely, wiry 
AS. J. Uallow. 


Millgrove, Burgess Hill, 
Sussex, May 31. 


ADVICE IN THE PUBLIC PRESS. 
ir, 

As a Council election will soon take place would it not 
be well—if there is time enough—for some candidate to 
express his views on the etiquette of some members of 
our profession who write to the weekly papers—Farmer 
and Stockbreeder, etc.—giving prescriptions for colic 
drinks, calving drinks, and other retail medicine and 
advice gratis. 

There is also an artick in The Chemist & Druggist 
of April 28th, 1900, page 708, written by “ M.R.C.V.S.’ 
which I think members of the Council should read. 
Townsmen.are fairly well guarded against the profes- 
sional advertiser, but not so the country. practitioner 
who has to go further round to see his patients, has to 
take smaller fees and do rougher work. : 

Should a veterinary surgeon at a country gathering 
boldly leave his card he is liable to be censured for 
advertising, but one may write to a paper and give 
advice under a nom de plume without any one attempting: 


to interfere. 
P. J. M.R.C.V.S. 
Biggleswade, Beds., May 29. 


Communications, Books, AND Papers’ RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
0. J. Callow, A. Rogerson, R.C. Cochrane, R. Rutherford. 
W. F. Smith. B. Secker, W. W. Goldsmith, J. F. Simpson. 
Prof. Penberthy. 

“ Small Horses in Warfare,” by Sir Walter Gilbey, Bart. ; 
The Agricultural Journal (Cape). 
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